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TONE'S THROW

A North Carolina couple gets lucky with a Blue Ridge
Mountain getaway property close to their main home.

BY DEBRA GRAHL &+ PHOTOGRAPHY BY ROGER WADE s STYLING BY DEBRA GRAHL




orth Carolina’s Blue Ridge Parkway traverses 252 miles of the state’s mountainous western terrain

and is iconic for good reason. Take a drive, slowly mind you (the Parkway speed limit is 45 tops,

with occasional areas of 35 and 25 mph) to allow the scenic views around each bend to become
indelible memories. There's nothing quite like a parkway meander—unless, of course, you can call it home,
which is the case for Tony and Brenda Seaford.

“Our log cabin idea started when Tony dreamed of purchasing mountain land,” says Brenda. “We didn’t
want to be in a developed area, that seemed contrary to mountain living, so we went exploring, just riding
around the countryside, including the Blue Ridge Parkway. When we came upon Phillips Gap Road we imme-
diately felt a pull to the area, plus we had friends with a place just over the mountain.”

THE VIEWS SURROUNDING THE CABIN ARE SPECTAC-
ULAR AND CAN BE SEEN FROM ALL LEVELS.
MASONRY CONTRACTOR GARY MORETZ DESIGNED
AND INSTALLED THE FIRE PIT. MIKE RICHARDSON
BUILT THE WALL AFTER EXCAVATING THE AREA FOR
SEATING. “THIS IS THE KIDS’ FAVORITE PLACE T0
HANG OUT IN THE EVENING, TELLING STORIES AND
ROASTING MARSHMALLOWS,” SAYS BRENDA.
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THE ARTWORK ON THE FIREPLACE MANTEL WAS FOUND
BY CHANCE AT A LIGHTING STORE. IT MATCHED THE
GREAT ROOM UPHOLSTERY SO WELL THAT BRENDA
ASKED IF SHE COULD PURCHASE IT. FULL-LIGHT DOORS
ACCESS THE EASTERN DECK AND MOUNTAIN VIEWS.
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After a few months of Internet searching, the Seafords found 14 acres of
land for sale, right on Phillips Gap Road. The parcel was a mere stone’s throw
from the parkway. They didn't hesitate to move forward with a purchase.

“We discovered a basement foundation in the woods on the property, over-
grown with foliage and hidden from view,” recalls Tony. “When the prior own-
ers were faced with major health issues they postponed their building proj-
ect and several years later decided to sell.” “We didn't know if this foundation
was usable,” adds Brenda, “but the building inspector approved it. Then we
weren't sure of the view from the site, so friends came up
with their drone and made a video of the vistas. We real-
ized how beautiful the view was and subsequently took
out some trees to reveal it.”

That was the beginning of the couple’s mountain prop-
erty love affair. After spending several years going back
and forth to their vacation beach house, the Seafords
decided they were ready for a change and turned their
attention inland, toward Phillips Gap Road.

“We had our beach house on the market for quite some
time,” says Brenda, “and when it sold we took it as a sign
that it was time to move forward with building a log cabin
on our mountain property. It's closer to home than our
beach house was, in addition to being cooler and quieter
than our primary residence in Advance, North Carolina. We were excited to
begin a new chapter in our lives!” Embarking on their search for a log home
supplier, a close friend recommended Log Homes of America as being a rep-
utable company in the region.

“We were pretty sure we could trust this company,” says Tony, “as they
had the long time experience we were looking for. Once we met the owner,
Joel Robinson, there was no need to look further. We worked really well with
Joel and give him credit for the general contractor he recommended to us,
Mike Richardson with M&R Services based in Boone. We couldn’t have hired
a better builder for our cabin. Mike possesses the type of knowledge and skill

MIKE RIC ON HIRED A
LOCAL CRAFWAN FOR THE
MORTISE-ANDRENON STAIRCASE
LEADING TO THE'LOFT.

A@ed@mz % 2

The Seafords had the
foresight to install a gas
generator that kicks in

automatically when the

power goes out at their
mountain home. Remote
control gas logs in the living
room and family room
fireplaces can heat the entire
house if necessary.

necessary to build a log home. We were extremely pleased with the quality
of materials and craftsmanship in the construction.” It took the Seafords
approximately six months to finalize a design for the home and another year
to build the log house. It was a streamlined team effort. The Seafords told
Joel Robinson what they wanted to incorporate in the floorplan design and
he took it from there.

“Brenda and Tony were great to work with,” Joel recalls. “They had spe-
cific, but realistic, expectations. We started their plans based on foundation
blueprints they had received from the previous property
owner. Brenda and Tony had been to see our Park Vista
model and liked the open floorplan of the living, dining,
and kitchen areas and really loved the reverse gable that
would let them take advantage of their great view. So, we
designed a smaller version to fit the existing foundation
drawings. When we went out to verify the window and
door openings in the foundation we discovered that it was
about 18 inches shorter than shown on the prints. We
tried to shrink the Park Vista plan further but, in the end,
added to the original foundation to get the room sizes they
needed.”

The Seafords wanted their master bedroom suite and
a loft on the top floor, and two guest bedrooms and a bath
on the main level with the open kitchen, dining, and living room spaces. The
basement level, which was already plumbed by the previous owners, had
plenty of room for yet another bedroom, bathroom, and sizable closet, in
addition to a spacious seating and entertainment area.

“We didn't originally plan on finishing the basement,” says Tony, “but Mike
Richardson'’s vision for it was inspiring.” Wood ceilings and walls and a stone
fireplace make for a cozy family room with walkout access to the driveway.
Brenda adds, “It's great for entertaining, and for entering the house during
inclement weather. We have a worry-free PVC floating floor that looks iden-
tical to wood.” Unusual for a walkout basement are spectacular mountain




ABOVE: THE GUEST BEDROOM'S CEDAR
DRESSER, LOG BED, AND NIGHT STAND
WERE PURCHASED FROM AMISH
CRAFTSMEN IN HAMPTONVILLE,
NORTH CAROLINA.

RIGHT: THE MASTER BATH’S CAST IRON
CLAW-FOOT TUB WAS PURCHASED
ONLINE. CERAMIC TILE FLOORING
LOOKS LIKE SLATE BUT IS EASY ON THE
FEET. WORMY MAPLE CABINETS ARE
TOPPED WITH BORDEAUX GRANITE.

OPPOSITE: THE RECLAIMED BARN
WOOD DRESSER AND BEDROOM SET IN
THE MASTER BEDROOM IS FROM THE
CABIN STORE. A JELD-WEN WINDOW
TAKES IN MOUNTAIN VIEWS TO THE
EAST. BRENDA'S HAND-MADE QUILT
COVERS THE BED.
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The house was
designed to
maximize
spectacular scenic
views, which can

be seen from
all three levels
of the cabin.

views the room affords via high ceiling height and the installation
of large windows.

The house is built with 6x12 kiln-dried Eastern White Pine logs
with dovetail corners, chink slots, and hand-hewing inside and out.
It has a timber framed second floor, roof system, and porch roofs
made of Western Douglas Fir beams, and tongue-and-groove ceil-
ings. The log package also included Jeld-Wen wood windows with
aluminum exterior cladding. All of the interior partition walls were
covered with white pine tongue-and-groove boards. The house is
stained with Sikkens ProLuxe Cetol Log and Siding on the exterior
and a clear UV finish on the interior.

Mike Richardson was involved with just about every detail of the
Seafords’ building project, but Tony and Brenda were responsible
for purchasing interior components such as light fixtures, door and
cabinet hardware, plumbing fixtures, appliances, and furnishings.
One particular find they are extremely pleased with is the rare
wormy chestnut flooring that Mike Richardson found for them. The
kitchen features custom-made wormy -maple cabinets, by High
Country Wood Working of North Wilkesboro, North Carolina, with
Bordeaux granite countertops and a hammered copper farm sink.

The master bathroom sports a custom walk-in shower large

enough for two people to shower at the same time, with individ-
ual showerheads to avoid water fights. The room was spacious
enough to also accommaodate a cast iron claw-foot tub for soaking.

Brenda took care of most of the inside details, giving credit to
Tony for the outdoor items. “We purchased many of our furnish-
ings and accessories from The Cabin Store in West Jefferson,” says
Brenda. “They have anything and everything needed for a moun-
tain cabin, hence their name!” The Seafords also incorporated a
few family antique pieces into the cabin’s décor and Brenda, who
is an avid quilter, crafted several beautiful quilts that are displayed
in the house.

Joel Robinson provided two massive reclaimed beams for the
home's fireplace mantels. “| got the fireplace mantels from another
customer of ours that does a lot of reclaimed lumber. They were
taking down an old barn in southern Ohio and the mantel pieces
came from there.” Mike Richardson installed the mantels then sub-
sequently became concerned that they could be infested with
insects, so down they came for bug proofing. The rustic simplicity
of the mantels is striking.

Gary Moretz, a masonry contractor in Vilas, North Carolina, did
all of the rock work for the home. He used a mix of Tennessee and
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“We love having covered
decks, allowing us to sit
outside in any type of
weather ... listening to
the sounds of the night
or the falling rain. Our
favorite pastime is being
at the cabin when it is
snowing all around us,

watching from the
warmth of our home.”
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Virginia fieldstone on the foundation walls, columns, fireplaces, and
kitchen bar surround. He also built his clients an outdoor fire pit and
laid flagstone on the outside patios and walkways.

Looking back on their log home building experience, Tony and Brenda
are amazed at how well it all came together. “We had prior experience
building a house,” says Tony, “but log home construction is totally dif-
ferent, and complicated! Mike Richardson made it look easy and kept
telling us, ‘It's like putting a puzzle together.” Collaborating with Joel
over the years gave him that confidence. For anyone wanting to take
on building a log cabin, we highly advise hiring knowledgeable, rep-
utable professionals with a whole lot of experience. Make sure you have
everything covered in your floorplan design before you start building,
as it is nearly impossible to change things once the logs are set.”

Last but not least, Tony and Brenda recommend planning on being
patient during the building process. Weather issues can cause signifi-
cant delays, especially in the mountains. And, as everyone knows, good
things take time. Since Tony has flexibility running his own business in
Kernersville, North Carolina, and Brenda is retired, the couple ambles
up to their mountain home frequently. At this time, they have no plans
for living full time in the mountains, as they have family nearer to their
primary home. “It's just one and a half hours door to door,” they say,
“who could ask for anything more?” &

Log and Timber Supplier: Log Homes of America, Jefferson,
North Carolina

General Contractor, Mike Richardson, M&R Services, Boone,
North Carolina

Three-story home Square footage: 3,376

Bedrooms: 4 Bathrooms: 3

OPPOSITE: AMISH ADIRONDACK
CHAIRS LINE THE EAST-FACING
FRONT PORCH AND WELCOME THE
RISING SUN. DOVETAIL LOG ENDS
AND HAND-HEWN LOGS ARE CLASSIC
APPALACHIAN LOG CABIN ELEMENTS.
PORCH POSTS AND BEAMS WERE
PART OF THE LOG HOMES OF
AMERICA LOG PACKAGE.

LEFT: WORMY MAPLE CABINETS
WERE CUSTOM MADE BY HIGH
COUNTRY WOODWORKING OF NORTH
WILKESBORO. BORDEAUX GRANITE
COUNTERTOPS WERE INSTALLED

IN THE KITCHEN, LAUNDRY, AND
BATHROOMS. BRENDA FOUND A
HAMMERED COPPER FARM SINK
FOR THE KITCHEN ONLINE.

BELOW: THE CUSTOM DINING ROOM
TABLE AND BENCHES SEAT 10; A
FRIEND OF THE SEAFORDS MADE IT
FROM WALNUT. BRENDA SAYS,

“THE RECLAIMED WORMY CHESTNUT
FLOORING CAME OUT OF THE OLD
HARRY WEAVER HOUSE IN WHITETOP
VIRGINIA, BUILT IN 1908.” THE
DINING ROOM HUTCH IS A FAMILY
HEIRLOOM.
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